《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – Esther》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. Character and Contents. The book of Esther is one of a group of writings known as the Five Rolls (the other four being the Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, and Ecclesiastes). Its contents fall within the period embraced by the book of Ezra, namely, the reign of Xerxes (485-464b.c.), when the Jews were under Persian rule, and when, though a large body had returned to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel, yet numbers of them were still scattered over the Persian empire. The events recounted are put forward as those which led to the institution of the Jewish feast of 'Purim,' held on the fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar (=February-March), and preceded by a fast on the thirteenth (called the Fast of Esther). The author is quite unknown, but his familiarity with Persian customs and Persian words makes it probable that he lived in Persia itself. He was not, however, contemporaneous with the events he relates, for Xerxes is described in language which implies that his reign was past; and his work is perhaps to be placed in the fourth century b.c. The book came to be held in very high esteem by the Jews; it was called par excellence 'the Roll'; it was read annually at the Feast of Purim; and Maimonides is reported to have said that in the days of the Messiah the only Scriptures left would be the Law and the Roll. In the Apocrypha there are certain additions to the book, called the 'Rest of Esther,' which are probably later in date than the original work, and are certainly different in style and spirit.

2. Sources. In the course of the narrative allusion is made to Persian state-records (Esther 2:23; Esther 6:1; Esther 10:2), as well as to documents written by Mordecai, upon which some of the facts related may be based.

3. Value. That the account contained in the book has some historical foundation is probable for several reasons. It offers an explanation of a well-established Jewish festival; reference is made in 2 Maccabees 15:36 to the fourteenth day of Adar as being 'the day of Mordecai'; and acquaintance is shown throughout with Persian customs (see Esther 1:19; Esther 3:13). A certain parallel to the destruction inflicted by the Jews upon their enemies, and the institution of a feast to commemorate it, is afforded by the slaughter of the Magi by the Persians and the festival by which it was celebrated. The extraordinary conduct of Xerxes in countenancing a general massacre of his subjects is in keeping with his irrational behaviour on more than one occasion, as described by Herodotus. And finally, the interval of time between the disgrace of Vashti in Xerxes' third year (Esther 1:3), and the elevation of Esther in his seventh year (Esther 2:16), agrees with his absence from Persia on his expedition against the Greeks, the battle of Salamis taking place in 480 b.c., after which engagement the king returned to Asia. On the other hand, certain features in the narrative suggest that the writer has sought to enhance the effectiveness of his recital by striking contrasts, embellished descriptions, and large figures. It is not likely that either Vashti or Esther was Xerxes' queen; according to Herodotus it was Amestris who held that position, and Vashti and Esther were probably nothing more than favourite concubines. The six months' feast (Esther 1:4), the ten thousand talents of silver (Esther 3:9), the gallows (or stake) 50 cubits high (Esther 5:14), and the 75,000 (LXX 15,000) slain (Esther 9:16), are probably all exaggerations. And there is some lack of plausibility in the statements that orders were issued for the slaughter of the Jews and of their enemies eleven and nine months respectively before the massacres were to be carried out (Esther 3:12-13; Esther 8:9).

4. The moral instructiveness of the book centres in the character of Esther, who, as depicted in the narrative, appears as virtuous as she was fair, being dutiful to her foster-father, faithful to the king, loyal to her people, and pious towards her God. Her story breathes the spirit of truest patriotism, for she is represented as willing to face death to save her countrymen. It also illustrates the working of Divine Providence, for though the name of God does not appear in the book (at least in the original Hebrew, in the LXX it is introduced freely), the whole history implies the belief that it was as an instrument in His hand that Esther wrought her people's deliverance. And whilst prayer is likewise not actually mentioned in the book, yet the fast of Esther and her countrymen (described in Esther 4:16) presumes the practice, and the sequel of the narrative is meant to attest its efficacy.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-22

The Disobedience and Disgrace of Queen Vashti
1. Ahasuerus] LXX has 'Artaxerxes,' but probably 'Xerxes,' the son of Darius Hystaspis, is meant, who succeeded his father in 485 b.c.

India.. Ethiopia] India here means not the peninsula of Hindostan, but the region near the Indus: Ethiopia is the modern Nubia.

2. Shushan] i.e. Susa in Elam, the country lying to the E. of the Persian Gulf. The palace] lit. 'the fortress,' as in Nehemiah 1:1.; 

3. In the third year] i.e. 483 b.c. Thy power] better, 'the forces': and so in Nehemiah 8:11.

6. White, green, and blue] Some take the second term to designate the 'material,' and render 'of white cotton and blue,' white and blue (or violet) being the Persian royal colours (Esther 8:15). The beds] RV 'the couches,' upon which the feasters reclined. 

7. Royal wine] LXX has 'wine which the king himself used to drink.' The state] RV 'the bounty.'

8. According to the law] i.e. according to the king's express command on this occasion; for it is implied that in general the drinking was regulated by the court officials, and the guests had to drink just as much or as little as they were bidden, not as they pleased.

9. Vashti] According to Herodotus, Xerxes' queen was called Amestris.

13. The wise men, which knew the times] probably experienced counsellors (cp. 1 Chronicles 12:32); but according to others, astrologers and diviners: cp. Isaiah 44:25; Daniel 5:15. For so was the king's manner toward all] better, 'for so was the king's business brought before all,' etc. The king was expected to consult 'those who knew law and judgment' in all matters before coming to a decision. 

14. The next unto him] i.e. nearest to the king in rank and importance.

18. Likewise shall the ladies, etc.] RV 'And this day shall the princesses of Persia and Media which have heard of the deed of the queen say the like unto all the king's princes.'

19. That it be not altered] cp. Daniel 6:8. Any command written in the king's name and sealed with his ring was similarly irrevocable.

20. For it is great] i.e. the decree is weighty and important.

22. According to the writing thereof] i.e. the letters sent to the several provinces were written in the characters and language that prevailed in each. Many of the extant inscriptions of the Persian kings are tri-lingual.

And that it should be published, etc.] better (by a slight correction), 'and that he should speak all that seemed good to him,' i.e. should speak his mind freely, without regard to the feelings of his women-folk.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-23

The Choice of Esther to be Queen. Mordecai's Service
1. He remembered, etc.] LXX has 'he thought no more of Vashti, remembering what,' etc. 

3. The house of the women] This was the house of the virgins, as contrasted with the house of the concubines (Esther 2:14).

Their things for purification] Various perfumed oils and ointments (Esther 2:12).

5. Mordecai] The name, though used by Jews (cp. Ezra 2:2; Nehemiah 7:7), was derived from tfie Babylonian deity Merodaeh (Marduk).

Shimei.. Kish] probably Mordecai's grandfather and great grandfather (Esther 2:6 applying to Kish). Others regard the genealogy as abbreviated, and take Shimei and Kish to be remoter ancestors, identifying them with the Shimei and Kish of 2 Samuel 16:5; 1 Samuel 9:1 (in which case Esther 2:6 must refer to Mordecai's family two or three generations back).

7. Hadassah] a Hebrew name meaning 'Myrtle.' Esther] connected by some with the Persian word for 'star'; according to others, the same as the Babylonian 'Ishtar,' the Canaanite 'Ashtoreth.'

9. Such things as belonged to her] lit. 'her portions'; perhaps richer viands than ordinary: cp. Daniel 1:5.

11. And Mordecai walked, etc.] He apparently occupied a position in the king's household (cp. Esther 3:2), and in the apocryphal 'Rest of Esther' (11:3) he is expressly styled a servitor in the king's court. He would thus have opportunities of communicating with Esther.

12. After that she had been, etc.] RV 'after that it had been done to her according to the law for the women, twelve months.'

13. Whatsoever she desired] i.e. for the adornment of her person. 

14. Into the second house of the women] so LXX. Some render, 'returned a second time' (i.e. back again) 'into the house of the women,' but at any rate into a different quarter of it, where they were under the charge of Shaasghaz, not of Hegai.
15. She required nothing, etc.] i.e. instead of selecting her articles of attire for herself like other maidens (Esther 2:13), she left everything to the choice of Hegai. 

16. Tebeth] i.e. December-January. The seventh year] i.e. 479 b.c. Thus four years elapsed between the degradation of Vashti and the promotion of Esther (see Esther 1:3). In the interval between 483 and 479 Xerxes' expedition into Greece took place, the battle of Salamis being fought in 480 b.c. 

18. Made a release] Either from taxation or military service. Some would render 'granted a holiday.' According to the state] RV 'according to the bounty of': i.e. with regal generosity.

19. And when the virgins, etc.] Some connect this with Esther 2:14, and take 'the virgins' to mean 'the young women.' Others render, 'now when virgins were gathered together a second time' (as on the earlier occasion described in Esther 2:8). Sat in the king's gate] perhaps as the official who received applicants that desired to have audience with the king.

23. Hanged] or, 'impaled,' a form of punishment frequently inflicted by Persian sovereigns. The book of the chronicles] Herodotus relates instances of Xerxes' similarly recording the names of certain men who distinguished themselves in the war against Greece.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-15

Haman's Revengeful Design Against the Jews
1. The Agagite] It has been suggested that the name is an epithet meant to recall the Amalekite Agag hewn in pieces by Samuel (1 Samuel 15:33), and intended to indicate contempt and abhorrence.

2. Mordecai bowed not, etc.] In the apocryphal 'Rest of Esther' Mordecai explains in a prayer to the Almighty that he refused to bow down to Haman, 'that he might not prefer the glory of man above the glory of God.' Amongst many heathen peoples divine honours were paid to human beings.

7. Nisan] i.e. March-April. The twelfth year of Xerxes would be 474 b.c. They cast Pur, etc.] i.e. early in the first month they cast lots for every day of the year to find out which day would be the most favourable for the success of Haman's design. In the Assyrian calendars there are lucky and unlucky days; and the Persians doubtless entertained a like belief. To the twelfth month] The Heb. is probably defective, and the LXX gives a completer sense by adding, 'and the lot fell on the fourteenth '(an error for the 'thirteenth,' Esther 3:13) 'day of the month, which is Adar.' Adar corresponded to February-March.

9. Ten thousand talents] The Persian talent weighed 66 lb. That have the charge of the business] i.e. those whose business it is to receive money paid into the king's treasury.

10. Took his ring] For the significance of this see Esther 8:8. 

11. The silver] The money which Haman had pledged himself to pay into the treasury the king confers upon him for his services in pointing out a serious danger to the kingdom (Esther 3:8).

12. The thirteenth day of the first month] Eleven months were thus to elapse between the issue of the decree and its execution.

Lieutenants] lit. 'satraps,' of whom, according to Herodotus, there were twenty. 

13. Posts] Horsemen (cp. Esther 8:10) were posted at regular intervals of a day's journey along the main roads to transmit in succession the messages they received until they reached their destination. 

15. Was perplexed] i.e. at the magnitude and arbitrary character of the contemplated massacre.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-17

Mordecai's Appeal to Esther to Save her Countrymen
1. When Mordecai perceived] His position at the door of the palace (Esther 2:21) would enable him to obtain early intelligence. 

2. Even before] better, 'as far as before.' The LXX adds, 'and stopped.'

6. The street] RV 'the broad place': and so in Esther 6:9, Esther 6:11. 

11. One law of his] RV 'one law for him': i.e. who approached the king without leave given.

14. Then shall there enlargement, etc.] RV 'Then shall relief,' etc. Mordecai's speech, though no mention is made in it of God, nevertheless breathes a spirit of trust in His Providence, and expresses a conviction that help will come from some unperceived quarter.

But thou.. destroyed] Divine judgment would overtake her if she neglected her duty to her countrymen. Whether.. as this] i.e. who knows whether thou hast not been raised to the throne by God for the express purpose of averting the dangers threatening at the present crisis?

16. Fast ye for me] Fasting was an accompaniment of prayer (cp. Ezra 8:23; Nehemiah 1:4), and Esther's request was for united prayer on her behalf. If I perish, I perish] Esther proceeded on her dangerous venture in a spirit of resignation.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14

Esther's Petition to the King
An account of how Esther, being favourably received by the king, invited him, together with Haman, to a banquet whereat she promised to make known her petition, and how Haman prepared for the execution of Mordecai.

1. On the third day] This indicates that the fast of Esther 4:16 is not to be regarded as extending over three whole days. 

6. The banquet of wine] This presumably followed the dinner. Herodotus states that the Persians, though moderate at their meals, were much addicted to wine. 

8. I will do.. hath said] i.e. to make known to him her request. Esther hoped that by preparing a second banquet for the king before presenting her petition, she would render him more disposed to grant it.

9. In the king's gate] Since his hopes had been raised by Esther's undertaking to supplicate the king, he had laid aside his garb of mourning (Esther 4:2), and resumed his previous station (Esther 2:21). 

11. The multitude of his children] A Jew regarded a large family as a blessing (Genesis 30:20), and, according to Herodotus, a Persian's strongest motive for pride, next to his personal bravery, was the number of his children. Haman had ten sons (Esther 9:10). 

14. A gallows] lit. 'a tree' (or 'stake').

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-14

Mordecai is Honoured
An account of how the king being reminded of Mordecai's services, and wishing to reward him, consulted Haman, and how Haman, thinking himself the object of the king's interest, counselled him, and was directed to render to Mordecai the honours he had advised.

1. The book.. chronicles] in which the chief occurrences of the king's reign, including any signal services done by his subjects (Esther 2:23), were recorded.

8. The royal apparel.. useth to wear] Not apparel similar to that which was worn by the king, but apparel which the king had actually used, just as the horse upon which the person to be honoured was mounted was that which the king had actually ridden (cp. 1 Kings 1:23). The crown royal.. head] RV 'and on the head of which' (i.e. of the horse) 'a crown royal is set.' The royal charger bore on its head a crown or coronet. 

12. Having his head covered] as a sign of humiliation and woe: cp. 2 Samuel 15:30; 2 Samuel 19:4; Jeremiah 14:4. 

13. If Mordecai.. fall before him] LXX adds, 'for the Living God is with him.'

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-10

The Execution of Haman
4. We are sold] an allusion to Haman's tender of 10,000 talents (Esther 3:9). Although the enemy, etc.] The rendering is uncertain; RV 'although the adversary could not have compensated for the king's damage' (which would have resulted from the loss of so many of his subjects); RM 'for our affliction is not to be compared with the king's damage' (or 'annoyance' occasioned by Esther's complaint). Perhaps, 'although no enemy is comparable (to Haman) in doing damage to the king.'

8. The bed] RV 'the couch,' on which Esther was reclining at the table. They covered Haman's face] preparatory to his execution. 

9. One of the chamberlains.. the king] better, 'one of the chamberlains that were before the king said.' Harbonah is mentioned in Esther 1:10. Who had spoken good] i.e. by the disclosure of the conspiracy described in Esther 2:21, Esther 2:22. Hang him thereon] Haman suffered the retribution declared by the Psalmist to await the wicked: see Psalms 7:15, Psalms 7:16.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-17

The Jews are Saved
1. Did.. of Haman] The property of Haman, after his execution, was confiscated to the use of the king, to be disposed of as he thought fit. 

2. Took off his ring, etc.] The bestowal of the ring implied that Mordecai was appointed to be a minister of State, since the ring was used for giving authority to royal decrees (see Esther 8:8): cp. Genesis 41:42.

4. Then the king held out] This seems to imply that Esther had approached the king unbidden: see Esther 4:11.

7. Behold, I have given, etc.] The king mentions this to show that his denial of her request to reverse the letters of Haman (Esther 8:5) was due not to lack of desire, but lack of ability to meet her wishes. 

8. Write ye also] The letters written by Haman and sealed with the king's ring could not be reversed as Esther had requested (Esther 8:5), but she and Mordecai could be empowered, as Haman had previously been (Esther 3:11-12), to write such letters as they might think expedient to enable the Jews to stand on their defence. 

9. The third month] i.e. May-June. Rather more than two months had elapsed since Haman's letters had been despatched (Esther 3:12). 

10. Riders on mules, etc.] RV 'riding on swift steeds that were used in the king's service, bred of the stud.'

15. In royal apparel] not the same as that described in Esther 6:8, but a dress befitting the high office to which he had been appointed. His present magnificence was in striking contrast to his previous distress and humiliation (Esther 4:1).

A great crown of gold] i.e. a circlet, indicative of high, though not royal, rank. In the Heb. a different word is used to describe the royal crown worn by the king and queen (Esther 1:11; Esther 2:17). 

7. Became Jews] i.e. proselytes.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-32

The Jews Slay their Enemies. Institution of Purim
3. All the rulers, etc.] The great massacre described in Esther 9:16 is thus represented as being in part the work of the Persian authorities with the forces at their disposal. 

10. On the spoil, etc.] In this respect they did not carry out the king's decree (Esther 8:11); their vengeance was not sullied by sordid motives.

12. What have they done, etc.] An exclamation, not a question. What is thy petition? etc.] The king was willing to gratify Esther further, perhaps to make amends for having been unable to grant her earlier request (Esther 8:5-8).

13. Be hanged] i.e. let their dead bodies be exposed, such exposure being a mark of infamy.

16. Had rest] This anticipates what took place on the 'fourteenth' of Adar (Esther 9:17).

Seventy and five thousand] LXX has 'fifteen thousand.'

19. The Jews of the villages] better, 'the Jews of the country districts.'

Sending portions] i.e. to the poor among them: cp. Nehemiah 8:10.

20. Mordecai wrote these things] This refers not to the existing book of Esther, but to an account contained in the letters sent to effect the purpose indicated in Esther 9:21, Esther 9:22. This was the establishment as yearly festivals for all Jews throughout the empire both the fourteenth and fifteenth days of Adar; and consequently involved a modification of the usage described in Esther 9:17-18, according to which only a single day (in Susa the fifteenth, in the country districts the fourteenth) was so observed.

23. As they had begun.. written unto them] i.e. they undertook to celebrate both the day observed at first (Esther 9:17-18) and also the additional day suggested by Mordecai. 

25. When Esther came] The name 'Esther' does not occur in the Heb., so that the correct rendering may be 'when it' (i.e. Haman's device) 'came before the king.'

26. For all] RV 'because of all.' This letter] the 'letters' of Esther 9:20.

27. Such as joined themselves unto them] i.e. religious proselytes: cp. Esther 8:17. 

29. This second letter] 'second' in relation to the letter mentioned in Esther 9:20.

31. The matters of the fastings and their cry] Seemingly it was directed that there should be a commemoration not only of the deliverance granted to the Jews, but also of the distress that preceded it: see Esther 4:3. No account is here given of the day thus appointed for fasting and lamentation; but in later times the thirteenth day of Adar, as being that which Haman had fixed for the destruction of the Jews (Esther 3:12), was observed as a day of humiliation. 

32. In the book] probably a book, not now extant, dealing with the Purim festival; but some authorities think that 'the book of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia' (Esther 10:2) is meant.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-3

The Greatness of Mordecai
1. The isles of the sea] or, 'coast lands,' i.e. the countries bordering on the Mediterranean. The description of the king's dominion serves to enhance the glory of Mordecai, who was his minister. 

3. Seeking the wealth] i.e. seeking to promote their welfare: cp. Ezra 9:12.

